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PREFACE. 



/ t Mn mo i §996 ikU iUHepim^fUii lo ike world, 
withmU regrMng, that ike extreme kaiie wUh 

4 

tvAtoA its maUriais were thrown t^gether^ has 
fvt ve mied me from nuMng it eo perfect in €Mfy 
ftspect, ae I had iedgned. One ^ two m* 
Hancee ofdestmeiive Jb^ are omUied in the 
9eriee,mck as that of Martinis Printtng^-Houee 
in St, John's HUl, which took place ahomt forty 
^rs ago, and completely laid waste the cele* 
hrated Apollo Press, (hy which BsiiL's heau^ 
tjfiU edkkm (fthe Bbitisr Pobtb wasprimt* 
ti,J besides scorching to death several horses 
m the HabUs underneath. Other important 
conjiagrations do not receive^MBlMhtt* share ff 
e^ieidion: ond too little notice is taken of the 
causes of the various Jires, and the methods 
Uiken to prevent and suppress them. Such 



IV 



omissions^ however, Jhrm the least fault* of the 
work ; for I am iifraid that it contains gretxt- 
erfouUs of commission. Quaint, local, and 
old-foskionedforTns of expression abound. Yet, 
perhaps these were in a great measure UfUh- 
voidable, in the course of hurried transcriptions 
from antiquated documents s and, as for such 
words as land^ flat, and dose, I sincerely 6e- 
lieve that, being so fxppropriate to th^ locaUties 
described, they would have been iU ea^changed 
for any English synonymes whatever. I have 
endeavoured to enliven' the subject a^ much as 
possible, by occasional anecdotes which I had 
hoarded for other purposes, with the view to 
make thewotk intetesting to a wjore extensive 
class than those who read for mere iHfi>fmation. 
The object which has actuated me in this, as 
well asinjtheJhaSte.if my coUecti&ns, may be 
an atonem^fpnt aU errors — a desire if adding 
a drop, to ih^/fi^eafn qfchArity, which «>. now 
flowing so' u^spa^ng^ to the relief qfihe «n- 

fortun^.^stfghMmm ' 

.' ROBERT CHAMBERS, 

. » » . • » • - • 

Iifiit^ PtXcE^ iVTiDi). 28, 1924. > ^ ^^ 



REMARKABLE FIRES 



IN 



EDINBURGH. 



1385.*— 'In the early periods of its Iiistory^ 
Edinboj^li was so much exposed to the ravages 
of the English, that the Scottish Monarchs sel- 
dom resided in it, even after it had become a 
place of sufficient note and resort for a royal 
residence. The ancient hereditary enemies of 
Scotland, in all their incursions across the 
Border, were in the habit of burning, as well 
as pillaging the towns on the south side of the 
Forth; and« we have no doubt, that en sucli 
occasions, Edinbui^h suffered its full share of 
the calamities attendant upon these disastrous 
wars. It was partly destroyed, in 1385, when 
Bichard II. inyaded Scotland with a numer« 
ous anny, and ravaged many of the southern 



eoantien* On the apprmdiof the Doke cf 
Lancawter, with the first diTiskm of this finii- 
dable host> the citizens used the p rec an tio n of 
removiiig their eflFecIs, and nnniofing ' their 
houses^ which^ tieing at that period oovered 
with straw, would hare fallen an easy prey to 
the flames. The Dnke forhore to do any in- 
jury to the city, on account of the hospitable 
reception which he had met with some time 
before from the monks of Holyrood. But 
when the king arrived in person, with the chief 
portion of the army, less mercy was shown. It 
was immediately after this calamity, that Ro- 
bert II» gave the citizens permission to build 
houses within the limits of the castle, with no 
other proviso than that they should be persons 
of good fame,-«-*a privilege of which advimtag^ 
does not appear to have been taken to any 
great extent, though it was calculated to se- 
cure them from the d^redations and crUelty 
of their enemies. 

1596.— The Monastery of Blaokfidars,* si- 
tuated upon the spot where the High Sdhool 
now stands, was burnt down. 

* Thit celebrated religious estaMSdimeDt wteibond. 
ed in laSO, by Alexante II. After the t^btrnt 



1644.*-*-Thi$ y«ar was rendered one of the 
mofit disastrous Scotland ever saw, by an in- 
yasion of the English^ and the conflagration of 
£dinl»urgh. After the death of James V. in 
1642>HenrjVIII. impressed by views of policy 
which had moved even his remote predecessor 
£dward I. entered into a negotiation with the 
Scottish Regency^ the object of which was^ to 
obtain the inflEuit Mary as a wife for Ida son ; 
bnt^ from the want of patience and faith which 
he manifested, the Scotch considered them- 
selves justifiable in breaking off the match. 
The King of England^ however^ resolving to 
accomplish by force what he could not attain 
by peaceable means^ sent the Earl of Hertford 
with a fleet and a large army, " to let the 
Scots see/' says an old historian, " what they 
were to expect if they did not speedily re- 
solve upon the treaty." The Earl landed at 
Oranton Orange, two miles west from Leith, 

ler, it was scarcely lebuUt at the Reformation, when 
the eodesiastioa were stripped of their property. It 
was formerly denominated Ufans^RegiSy having been 
the abode of the king. The church of St. Mary in the 
FieldB9 apd the gardens belonging to its provost and 
yr^nrfariea, all of which were connected with this 
monastery, occupied the whole district south of the 
Cowgate, between the Pleaaanoe find the Potterrow. 

b2 
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took tliat town withont difficulty^ and then 
marched di]*eCtly to Edinburgh^ of wliidi lie 
became master with the same ease. The cas* 
tie alone was not deHvered up^ and it was not 
judged necessary to besiege it ; but the city 
was given up to pillage^ and then to the 
flames^* which are said by Lindsay to have 
destroyed ** the town with all the kirkis there- 
of ;" + though we are inclined to believe that 

* " And finaHy, it was determyned by the sayde 
Xiorde Lieutenaunt, vtterly to ruynate and destxoye 
the sayde towne with f y«* ; which, for that the nyghte 
drewe faste on, we omytted thoroughly to execute on 
that daye ; but settynge fyer in thre or iiii partes of 
the towne, we repayred for that nighte into our campe, 
and the nexte momynge very erly we b^;an where we 
lefte, and continued bumynge all that daye, and the 
two dayee nexte ensuinge contynually, so that neyther 
. within ye waules, nor in the suburbes, was lefte any 
one house vnbrent, besydes the iimumerahle botyes, 
poyles and pillages, that our souldyours brought fro 
thense, notwithstanding habundance whiche was con- 
sumed with fyer. Also we brent thabbey caSed Holy 
Ilodehouse, and the pallice adioynynge to the same.'*— 
See '^ the late Eapgdidon inlo SooUande^ made by l%e 
Kingee Hyhnye Armye^ Vnder &ie conduit ^ the Ry^ 
Honorable the Earl of Hertforde^ the xere of our Lerde 
God 1544. LoncRnL ^" in '« Dalyell*s Fragments 
of Scottish History.*' 

•f- Croniclen, vol. ii. p. 417. . 
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the calamity was not so gcoieral or so destruc- 
tire as tiie preeeding authorities would seem 
to indicate. ^ 

1572«— A shot fired from ^ eastle set fire 
to a eom stadc in the Canongate ; a curious cir-< 

* Before ^ bunung of Edinburgh in 1544, wp 
4aainot inu^^me the housed to have been very fine, or 
Iheir eooommodationB conv-enient ; the following being 
a description of the country- residences of the most 
powoful noblemen in the year immediately i«eoed- 
ing: 

Sir Ralph Sadler, the English amhaaBador, writes to 
liM ministry of his own oountry : ^' X ha4e leuir be 
among the Turkis ; for m my L» of Augus house, 
wher he is, I oanaot be, the same being (as I am cre- 
diUye infsnned) in such ruyne, as he hethe there scant 
one chahner &r himeselfe and my Ladye his wife ; and 
lykeways my L. L. of GassilHs and Glencaime which 
dwell xz myllis a sondir, and ahnost zzz mylMs from 
my L. of Angnse, be not bo well housed as they can 
ipare ne any lodginge { fiorQiidaEdl>tedly the 1,L houses 
in this misKalile and beggailye ciwUrle, be not efter 
audi sorte as in uther cuntries." Sadler*s Etnbatsies^ 
MS. Ado. Lib. A. II. 21. p. 313. 

It is, however, material to observe, that as the Scots 
were then apprehending invasion from England, they 
mighjt make themsdves appear as poor as possible, so as 
to make an invasion seem to the ambassador ^ not 
wordi the while.** 

b3 
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dunstance^ which draiotes the nrity of biiQd- 
ings at that time in the Court end of the towm 

1573. — On the I2th of February^ a great fire 
took place under the following circumstanoes : 
— Kirkaldj of Grange held out the castle for 
Queen Mary's interest^ and had many con- 
tentions with the troops of the King^ her in« 
fant son. '^ On the morning of the day above 
mentioned," says an old chronicler *, '^ the sol- 
diers of the castle set fire to two thatched 
houses t in the Castle-wynd, when, the wind 
blowing vehemently from the west, the con- 
flagration increased, and continued £rom house 
to house till it came to Forrester's Wynd j;, 
whair, by providence, it stayit, notwithstand- 
ing the grit schoting of the castle." Many 
people were rendered destitute by means of 
this wide and dreadful devastation ; and their 
misery was increased by the soldiers from the 
castle issuing out and carrying off their effectSy 
which they had deposited for securily in the 
streets. 

* Bannatyne, <' Jnurrudqf TrantaOioMin SoaUand^ 
1571.2-3-4." 

f A few houses still" remain in the Castle Wyn^ 
north side of the Grass-market, covered, in the prime- 
Tal style, with thatch. 

t First aDey eastward from Libberton's Wynd. 



1586.-«^bi December^ 1186^ a dtttraetiYe 
fire brokeoQt in PeeUes's Wynd, (where Blair 
Street is now situated^) hy which the ddsena 
were greatly alarmed^ and the oonflagratian of 
the whole neighboorhood for some time appre« 
headed. It was occasioned by a baker's boy, 
who, either from accident or design, set firetoa 
stack of peats belonging to his master. ''£din« 
bnigh/' says Maitland, '' was at this time 
greatly pestered with stacks of heather, broom, 
whms, and other fuel, erected in closes and 
wynds, to the great discontent of the peo- 
ple, and danger of the neighbourhood ;" which 
at once indicates that the closes of Edinbur^^ 
coold then afford room for piles which they 
ooold not in later times accommodate, and that 
coals were not, at the period mentioned, in 
gmeral use. The unfortunate boy, who caus- 
ed the burning, met with a severity of punish- 
ment highly disproportioned to his oflence, be- 
ing burnt quick at the cross next day. The 
custom of heaping up fuel within the city 
was aboliahed by an edict of the Town-coun- 
qL 

1601.P— '' The 5 day of August, at euin, ane 
house brunt at the Canagaitt fit, beayde the 
grass cro88e.''-^JBtfTef « Diarg, p» 55. 



9 

. KMl-^^ Tbe 8 of /ahiiar, oexteis 
nad luMiies bmnt at tke Netiherbow^ on tlie 
ai»th [^de of the gaite begyde the Nethertww 
Pm*, oecapyk by Jamep Wright, stabler/'— 
JMi. p. 57- 

1661. — A ^oat fire occurred In the Plea- 
-sMMse. Council Register y W. zx. p. 227. 

\&IO,r^HughBog^9Land [qu ?] waa banpA 
down^ and a collection made at the Mrk-doors 
^ hid behalf. Ibid. 

l9j^-^ohnHanda8tdis Land {fpif\ boxBt 
flown. A reward was appointed to be giv«ft to 
those who had be«a aetiye in extinguishing the 
flames^ and a ooilecticm made for the relief of 
^6 fluffereics. An aet was also made^ exempt- 
ing l^e persons burnt out feom paying any rent 
§fx the half-year daring whi^ thp fire ooeor- 
reu. 'XoWbm 

1C^6.—- A ire oconrred at the entry into the 
Parliament Close.* Acts were passed for the 
removal of the rubbish, which for some time 
interrtipted the street cmd entry. The tene- 
menta which were burnt in June 18&i aeon 
to havebeea tb^i erefifted; «id, thou^ tke 
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fire of 1700 inYiihrad thiii distriet, it iapro- 
faable that the walls sumyed^ and were ef 
the 1^ we mention. In consequence of this 
fire^ there were numerous acts for the pre- 
vention and suppression of future fires, and 
for building houses of stone instead of wood^ 
and covering them with slate instead of thatch. 

1680—^ fire occuired in the West Bow« 
when the house of Sir Jc^ Nisbet^ then Kiog's 
Advocate, was burnt. The Town-council, pro* 
baUy firom a mean motive, compensated the 
damage of his property by a douceur of £1000 
ScoU, By an act of Council, passed in 1S59> 
fires were prohibited to be kept in the shops 
and booths of the West Bow.-— A curious 
circumstance took place in the West Bow> 
about a century ago. The ancestor of the pre« 
sent proprietor of Vogrie, who made a fortune 
and bought that property, was a shopkeeper 
in this ancient street. He one day sent his 
fismale servant down to the cellar for some ar- 
ticle, of which he wanted a supply for the 
diop. The girl took a candle with bar, whidi, 
whfle providing what she was in quest of, she 
placed in the mouth of an open barrel, among 
what she supposed to be leek-seed; and, com. 
ing away with her hands engi^[ed, left it 
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honi^Agi ' On ftseendiBg to the thop> ber maa^ 
ter inquired what she had done with ihe can« 
die. She trivially mentioned the pbce where 
die h&d placed it. Mr. Dewar was horrgr* 
stamok— the barrel contained gunpowder ! 
Bowever, with a degree of courage and pre- 
sence of mind^ which we cannot too highly ad* 
mire^ he went down to the cellar^ approached 
the barrel^ and^ spreading Ins hands like the 
bMn of a night-candlestick^ beneath the light, 
m oprder to catdi any sparks that might £bJ1, 
brought it away ! In performing this daring 
luad dexterous explcot^ his Ace for a mom&it 
overhung the rery month of the barrel. Had 
bpt a spark fi|llen, he must have been blown 
into atoms, and the West Bow would lutre 
now been very diieresit from what it is 1 

ia90.*-iA ftre an Provost Stewnrt^s CSose. 
€#ections made fin: tibe sufferers. CoUhcU 
iUgUteryvA. xudiL p. 146. 

' 1691 — 'A fine at the UTetiherbow Ftoit 
<Qii .— >could this be one of ijhe bunungs alliiihjj 
to in the notes to '^ Rokebyf^ 

1^96.— The Schoolmaster's house in Ae 
<€aaongate brunt dowa,-^in aonsequenee of 
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inrliich there was an act of Council, Ami^ling 
the sufferer to take up a school in the City. 

lesa— A fire in the College WyncL 

I7OO— In the last year of the century, at a 
time when Scotland was suffering under all thf 
horrors of femine, a most calamitous fire hrok^ 
out in Edinburgh. It was on Saturday, the me«> 
morahle 3d of February, that this awful disa»- 
ter, which made such a noise at the time, and 
was afterwards so well remembered, took jiace. 
The flames broke out, about eleven o'dodc at 
night, in the north-east comer of the Meal 
Market, a small court of buildings then chief- 
ly occupied by lawyers, situated upon tibe 
north side of the Cowgate, immediately b^ 
hind the Parliament Close. From this spot 
the fire spread up the hill to the Parliament 
Close, destroying all the buildings called Kirk- 
heugh, which was then a sort of shoe-market, 
and at length reached the High Street, where 
some houses contiguous to the cross were in- 
Yolved in the general ruin. Previous to thia 
eventj the tenements upon the south side of 
the Parliammt Close were fifteen storeys in 
height, as viewed from Kirk-heugh behind; 
but, on being rebuilt, wore curtailed of at 
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kirt tbiee ioon, aad, at tWr hie desimc. 
tion in 193^ were onfy devcn ativeys thofwe 
the gnmnd, ezdnam cf gairets. We think 
It neoesBaiy to be tlms miniitey^as immj mis* 
apjwdieDaions and ezi^gentioiis bave been 
wt f ft a incd respecting die bd^ of diese 
boiuesy wbich wereahrajBsaidtobetbiiteen 
cr firarteen storeys; wbereas tbey ba^e not 
been move than eleven, since tbe bonung of 
1700. They were*always pointed oat as the 
highest in £dinbuig^ 

The Fvliament CTIose was all rdlrailt in a 
nnifimn style of architectoie, and, till tbe 
erection of the New Town, was by £ur tbe 
most splendid piece of building in tbe city. 
Maitland, the elaborate and accurate, tbon^ 
somewhat magniloquent historian of Edin- 
burgh lavishes much praise upon the build- 
ings, and calls than paLices with fionts rf 
marble. Whether or not they deserved his 
commendations, it might bare been disputed, 
even in 1824, if the New ;aPown contain, 
ed any edifices equal to them in massive and 
picturesque magnificence. 

We propose to continue the history of this 
remarkable fire, by 9, series of interesting ex«i 
tracts from contemporary writers, and the 
narratives of eye-witnesses. The ftUowing 
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letter frmn Mr. Duncan Fotbes^ (father of t&d 
celebrated President^) to Ids brother. Colonel 
Forbes, contains a very lively and pieture8q[ae 
account of the event :— 

^' Deab Bbother, * My last was with 
humbling news, and this with news more 
bumbling. Upon Saturday night, by ten o'« 
dock, a fire broke out in Mr. John Buciian's 
doaet-window, towards the Meal Market. It 
continued till eleven o'clock of the day with 
the greatest fervour (frayor) and vehemency 
that ever I saw fire do, notwithstanding that 
I saw London bum. 

** There are burnt, by the easiest oompo- 
tation, between three and four hundred fami* 
lies; all the pride of Edinburgh is sunk; from 
the Cowgate to the High Street all is burnt, 
and hardly one stone is left upon another. 
The Commissioner, the President of Parlia- 
meat, the President of the Court of Session^t 

* We have taksn the liberty of modernising the or* 
thiigraphy of the letter. 

'f Sir Hugh Dalrymple» aon of the first £»rl of Stair. 
Tbe President** Steirs, on the east side of the Parlia* 
ment Close, derimed their name from him. He lived 
in the fourth flat, which he had insured in the Friendly 
Oflloe I and) what is very remarkable, the recent de* 
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the Bank> most of the Lords^ lawyers, and- 
derks^ were all burnt, besides many poor and 
great families. * It is said just now by Sir 
John Cochran and JordanhiU, that there is 
more rent burnt in this fire than the whole 
oity of Glasgow will amount to. f The Par- 
liament House very nearly escaped ;X all Re* 
gis1;ers confounded; Clerks' Chambers andpro^ 
cesses in such a confusion, that l^e Lords and 
Officers of State iEure just now met in Ross's 

stnictioxi of this property was compensated upon that 
very insurance, which had been continued nearly a 
offliitury. 

* The Parliament Close, and the tenements b^nd, 
"X^et^ th^n the chief residences of the gresit, and of the 
lijgfaest official charftcters in the town. The Bank df 
fksvtiand, then the only one in the kingdom, which hklfi 
been instituted only Av€ years before this period,, wtts 
in the Parliament Close, and burnt out on this occa- 
sion, though— as we learn from a scarce pamphlet-his- 
tory of the establishment, — all the effects, books, and 
botes, were sared fr6m the flames. — ^The great Earl of 
Bute was bom (1713) in the Parliament Close. 

+ This seems scarcely credible. 

t Had not the wind providentaHy blown from the 
south-west, the Parliament House, and all the vidu* 
able property therewith connected| must have been 
destroyed. 
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Ttvrem^* in order to adjoarn tlie Seasioii by 
tesson of the disorder. Few people are lost; 
if any at all : but there was neither heart nor • 
hand left among them for saving from the 
firoy nor a drop of water in thecistems. Twen* 
ty thousand hands flitting (removing) their 
trash they knew not where^ and hardly twenL 
ty at worlc* These 3abel8> of ten j^nA i^ur- 
teen storey high^ are down to the ground^ and 
their &11 is very terrible. Many rueful speo- 
tadiesj such as Corserigf naked^ with a diild 
under his oxter, hoppingfor his life. The Fish 
Market^andalifromtheCowgatetoPettStrett^a 
Closebrunt: theExchange, vaults, and ooal-oel* 
lars under the Parliament Close, are still bum- 
ing. This epitome of dissolution, I send to 
jou, without saying any more, but that the 
Xiord is angry with us, and I see no interoBS- 
aor. Your loving farothor to serve yoq, 

«' D. Foans.*' 

* Andrew Rqm kept a tayern in the Exchange build* 
isgB, at the head of the Back Stain, during the early 
part of the last century. He is mentioned in Pitcaim*^ 
lAtin poem *' Ad Adoena$y^ where his face is called 
^ yvltoA astrifer,*' in compliment to its pimples. We 
cannot point out the situation of his tavern at the time 
of the fire. 

f David Home, a Lord of Session, appointed at thft 

S«volutioa. Sm Lord HaUes' Caiahsntg. 

o2 
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We extract the ftUowiiig poetical aeeovmt 
of die event, from a little pamphlet in two 
leaves^ printed at Edinburgh immediately af~ 
ter the disaster. Hie poem, which is about 
twice the length of our extract, is entitled^-^ 
*' The Dreadful Voice of Fire, begun at Edin* 
bargh the 3d of February, 1700." 



*^ Ik Rob^wrCt Landy 'boat Ten a doak at Night, 
Happened a Fire, soon shining dear and Inright ; 
And in a Trice, from North^Easty did overspread, 

- The Fabrick wboie, weH corered with Lead % 
And as if piacfat in narroif bounds it wont, 

^ Straight for SL GdTs ; but soon it did repent. 
And stayed at ^e Statue^ thence did flee 
North ward to th* Crocey to serve its Luxury; 
How it did Triumph o*er tihe sturdy Oak ? 
And £d obAnire fair Cynthia, by its smoak ? 

' Dislodging soon the lo^ng Man and Wife, 
The Family and Children, without strife ; 
From fiabePs Tow*rs them sending to the deep 
Of saddest Plight, yea some amidst their sleep. 
Yulcan was now inexorable grown ; 
Nor Piety nor Riches would he oune : 
Best Gifts of Heaven and Earth he did disdafai. 
Threatening with blood, his Fury to maintain ; 
And deaf as Adria^ did neglect the Cryes, 
Of rich and poor, all in deep Miseryes ; 
Yea did invade the day of ffolj^ ReO^ 
And so the Toun, with hideous flames, mdest. 



H* raged so, so domiiiaerad lie» 

Ai, but himselT, no other god oould bai 

At laat, by Holy Pi«y*i9 bo wis •ppeas'd, 

Aiid thoQ his fotroe and cruel fury ceas*d. 

Hence leium, ye Mortals, what great Madness be^ 

To build up houses thrice five stories high| 

Or to put Trust in any Earthly Thing, 

Save in Great Odd, of HeaV*n and Earth the Kinjp; 

But trust in him alone, who can defend 

You, from sad accidents, and dreadful end ; 

And now repent, and to the Lord now turn. 

Lest he should you, in Flames eternal, burn.** 

Patrick Walker, wall kaawn to staU stu- 
dents for his Inograpliies of the Martyrt, in 
his Z|/e and Prophecies of Mr. DanM Car-^ 
gill, after detailing the miseries endured in 
the country, by famine, in 1700^ h&s the fol- 
lowing remarks upon the fire of tl;ue Farlii^ 
laent Close. *' I oannot pass this oooaaioa of 
grring remarks upon aome obaerraUia provi- 
dences that followed these strange judgments, 
upon persons who dwelt in low-lying fertile 
plaoes^ who laid themselyes out to raise mar- 
kets when at such a height^ and had little sym- 
pathy with ih» poor, or thoao who lived incold 
muirish places, who tbooght those who lived 
in fertile phioes had a little heaven: Bnt,soeii 
after, their little heavens were turned into 
little hells, by unexpected providences. Some 

o3 



18 

wrote Sixteen Remarks upon that terriUe fire 
which fell out on the 2d and 3d of February 
1700^ in the Parliament Close in Edinburgh ; 
one was^ that it was most of those people who 
dwelt there were rich^ and lived sumptuously 
and had little sympathy with the distressed 
case of the land*: but their fine houses, 

* The miseries of that dreadful period were perhaps 
beyond all that erer happened in any oonntry upon 
similar occasions. Traditions are still preserved in 
some districts respecting the cold, famine, and morta^ 
iity of the period. For several years before 1700, the 
aeatoiu had been so serere, that the feathered creadon 
decayed, and insects, soch as flies, were almoa^ eztir« 
pated. Many people lost the use of their feet and 
hands, from reaping amidst the snow, which almost 
boried the crop. Meal became so scarce, that it was 
tcid, when to be got at all, at two shllUngB per pack, a 
vast price in those days. "When markets were exhaoat- 
ed, the poor women, who chanced to come too late, 
were to be seen clapping their hands and tearing the 
. clothes off their heads, with the most vehement and 
heart-rending ezdamations. In Ayrshire, if not also 
in other districts, the farmers were in the habit of 
grinding a small proportion of com with w«y-4dde 
herbs and seeds of the most disgiiating and onwhole- 
Bome nature, so as to make up a sufficient quantity of 
parrit^ or eakes for a meal ; and bleeding the cattle 
for nutriment was also common in that part of the 
country. Deaths and burials were so frequent, that 
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vhidi were elevai years in building, were, in 
a few hotirs^ tamed to a bamt roinous heap.** 
The following cnrioos document is selected 
froan a small volume, published in 1714, con- 
taining the principal acts of Parliament, As- 
sonbly, andTown-CouncO, respecting the sup- 
pression of Sabbath-breakingy Vice, and Im- 
morality: ' 

'' Ad anent suppressing Immoralitibs, to 
he read every Council^ay, after Whitsun^ 
day and Martinmas. 

** Edinburgh, December 4, 1702. 

'* The which day, the Lord Provost, Bail, 
lies. Council, and Beacons of the Crafts, con- 
sidering the great growth of immoralities with- 
in tlie City and Suburbs, and the £Barful Re- 

the Bving were wwried with taking care of the dead ; 
and it was difliQiilt to raise a soiBcieiit oompany for - 
such a poipoae t many eorpaes got neither coAn nor 
wiadhiff iheet, but were drawn to the grave upon 
aledgea, as is done upon occasions of pestilence abroad. 
The affections of domestic life disappeared in the sel- 
fishness of individual misery ; and some declared that 
they could mind nothing but food, and were '^ utterly 
unconoemed about their souls, whether they went to 
bestven or heO.** 



btikes of God, by a dreadful Fire in tte 
Parliament Close, Kirkheugli, and Cowgate> 
which happened about mid-night, upon the 3d 
"February, 1700, and which is recorded in the 
Council-Books, with their Christian Senti- 
ments thereanent, upon the 24th of April 
thereafter. 

" As also, remembering the terrible PSre 
which happened on the north side of the Lawn^ 
market, about mid-day, upon the 28th of Oc- 
tober, 1701, wherein several Men, Women, 
and Children, were consumed in the Plamei, 
and lost by the fall of ruinous walls : And 
further, remembering that most tremendous 
and terrible Uowing up of gun^powder in 
Leith, upon the dd of July last, wherein siin^ 
dry persons w»6 loest, and wonderfiil rnins 
made in the place ; and likewise reflecting up- 
on other Tokens of God's wrath lately eome 
upon us, and what we are m<Hre and more 
threatened with, being moved with the zeal 
of God, and the tyes he hath laid on us, and 
that we have taken upon ourselves, to appear 
for him in our several stations, do, in the 
Lord's strength, resolve to be more watchful 
over our hearts and ways than formerly: And 
each of us, in our several capadties, to reprove 
vice with that due]^zeal^and prudence, as we 
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dttU liave oocasion^ and to endeayour to pro* 
mote the vigorous execution of those good 
kwB made &r suppressing of vioe^ and pu- 
nishing the yitious^ &c. • • « under the 
penalty of Twenty Merks Soots> ioiies gvo* 

Periiaps the most remarkable feature in the 
history of this dreadful calamity> was the su- 
perstitious belief, ^tertained by the vulgar 
and fostered by their rulers and teachers, that 
the whole was what they called a judgment 
of the Almighty, to punish them for their 
sins, and warn them to repentance. This no- 
tion, absurd as it may seem, was warmly ta- 
ken up by the preachers of the day, and made 
the subject of several sermons, edicts, and ad- 
viees. Some of these documents are exceed- 
ingly curious, and give a lively picture of the 
state of the public mind at the beginning of 
the eighteenth century. The following ex- 
tracts, while they record several historical in- 
^dents not yet noticed, will, we hope, be found 
interesting from the above reason. 

The Reverend Robert Scott, D.D. minister 
of the New North Church, published, in 1701, 
** A Semum upon ocauion of the late Dread- 
nTL FiBB> which happened" &c. &c. of which 
the following passages are worthy of notice : 
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*^ Snre I am^ the last of these {calamities', td^ 
biding to the burning of Gomorrah,) has sadly 
overtaken our Metropolis of this kingdom^ and 
even the beauty and glory of that city^ the 
most stately edifices^ (the palaces and particu- 
lar undertakings of princes being laid aside,) 
we may say^ in all the Christian or Pagan 
world*. We are not so peevish [as^ to ac- 
count, with some, either the building of them 
so lofty, or the furnishing of them so richly, a 
sin: No, it was one of the blessings that Al- 
mighty God beautified the reign of Solomon 
with, even wealth and national glory." * * • 
" *** To return to our own mines, in the sight 
of that terrible conflagration, were not the 
hearts of people generally like to melt within 
them ? Or, if any were under an obduration 
of spirit, they suffered under a greater plague 
than that of burning. Who could think of so 
'swift a misery, and so wasting a stroke upcm 
his neighbours, and not be afflicted with the 
deepest anguish of soul ? Or who could look 
upon the mighty hand of God, raini^g fire in 
all the comers of the city, as if the infernal 
lake had been broke open, or God had ^ven 

* Anotlier proof of the esteem in which these builds 
ings were held. 
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oommission to the pure element^ by wkich he 
shall bum up the earth and the works thereof 
at the final overthrow of the world ? I s&j, 
who can yet make but a reilex thought upon 
that terrible visitation horn heaven^ and not 
be engaged into the deepest seriousness." The 
sermon is concluded with a hint towards the 
propriety of erecting a monument^ similar to 
that of London, commemorative of the fire in 
the Parliament Close. 

In WiDison's '^ Treatise on the Sanctifies 
tian ef the Lords Dqy" among a long list of 
judgments executed upon Sabbath-breakers, 
we find the following passa^: ** Likewise 
in Edinburgh, where Sabbath-breaking very 
nauch abouxMled, {as appears by the acts of As- 
sembly made against that sin,) the fairest an4 
stateliest of its buildings, in the Parliament 
Close and about it, (to which scarce any in 
Britain were compamble,) were, on the fourth 
of February, (being the Lord's Day) burnt 
'down, and laid in a^es and ruins in the apace 
of a few hours, to the astonishment and terror 
of the sorrowful inhabitants, whereof I myself 
was an eye-witness; and the efiects of that 
fire are visible to this day. Yea,^ so great was 
the terror and ccmfiision of that Lord's day, 
that the people of the city were in no case to 
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attend any sermon or public worship upon It^ 
though there was a great number of worthy- 
ministers convened in the place (beside the 
reverend ministers of the city) ready to have 
prayed with or preached to the people on that 
sad occasion^ for the General Assembly was 
sitting there at the time; but the dismal state 
of the city made this impracticable. However, 
the Lord himself^ by that silent Sabbath^ did 
loudly preach to all the inhabitants of the dtf, 
Sec" 

In the " Memoirs, or Spiritual Exercises of 
Elizabeth Wast; written hy her own hand--^ 
Edinburgh, 1733/' we find the following re- 
markable passage : '' About this time^ there 
happened a very lamentable Providence in the 
City. The 3d day of February^ about Ten at 
Nighty a fire broke out in the Meal-Market^ 
the like of which^ I believe^ was not seen in 
many Generations: it burnt so vehemently 
that it was thought the most Part of the City 
would been consumed; the Flames were so 
terrible that none durst come near to quench 
it : It was also a very great Wind, whidb blew 
to such a Degree, that, with the sparks that 
came from the Fire, there was nothing to be 
seen through the whole City, but as it had 
been Showers of Fire like Showers of Snow, 
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tbey were so tliick; it was to me as an Em* 
Uem of Hell, and oftentimes Sodom -came in 
my Mind that Night. O but it was a sad and 
lamentable Sight to look upon^ to see the most 
populous Place in the Citj (the Parliament- 
doss) in a red Flame^ the Flames flying in the 
Elements^ and no Hands endeavouring to put 
them out ! There was much of Qoi to be seen 
in this Fire; for he gave Warning of it before 
it came. Sabbath before^this^ there was suek 
a Smell of burning, that those in the Meat 
market^ Kirk-heugh^ and the Parliament-does^ 
went from House to House^ to see if there was 
any Thing like Fire among them ; but none 
oould be found; and this broke out the Satur- 
day following : And, for my own Part^ a con- 
siderable time before this, I had such Ivnprum 
wms ^Fire upon my Spirit^ that sleeping or 
waking it was with me; and that Word ao^ 
oompanied my fears^ The Sun tx^sefair on So^ 
dam that day U was destroyed. But^ passing 
this, there were some things very remarkable 
in this Fire: First, it b^;an in his land who 
^ve the Covenant to the Hangman out of his 
ewn hand to be burnt/ being youngest 



* This is perhaps connected with a tradition, which 
wiB)r«vived upon the second hunuog of this discrict. 
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in tiiat Time ; and it was very observable^ be 
bad never tbe Use of bis Hand as formerly^ 
after tbat time : And now Qod in bis Provi- 
dence batb sent a. Burning among bis Lands, 

and continued for some days cuxrent among the lower 
classes* This far we know, and can authenticate, 
that Mrs. Martin, the venerable and well-rememher- 
ed landlady of a tavern at the foot of the Covenant 
Close, — in whidi it has always been said that the Co- 
venant was placed for signatures, in 1640, — in point- 
•ing out the soone of t&at lomaikable event, used to tcfl 
her guests, that the hbuke had been twice bumf siooe 
the time of the Covenant, and that it was destined jtel 
another time to suffer the same fate, according to a pre^ 
diction which many believed. Whether the house was 
twice burnt before Mrs. Martin's time, or whether 
'such a prediction was ever made, we cannot detei'- 
mine ; but certain it is, that, in the fire of Novem- 
ber 1824, it sulked so much as neaily to verify the 
n^ tavern-keeper's tale. The house alluded te wae^ 
about th» middle of the last century, and till «dthin 
the last forty years, one of the most respectable re- 
sidences in Edinbui^h. In 1754, the upper flat was 
possessed joindyby Messrs. l^tacqueen and Yeitch^ af- 
terwards 'better known as Lords Bratfield and £lliock. 
At a iBomElWhat later period, that distingui^ed orator 
and d%]i^6d jfidge. Lord Alemoor, liv^d ia the int 
flat above the tavern ; and Murray of Cherrytrees pos- 
sessed the floor above. For further particubuis,..see 
" Tradiiwns of JEditibwrs^'^ No. IL p. 186. 



87 

80 that that which was eleven years a*bmid- 
iiig was not six Houra of buniing: Notwitii* 
standiiig this^ he was a good Man^ and lament- 
ed to his Death the burning the Covenant ; he 
was also very helpful to the Lord's Prisoners^ 
during the late Persecution : Yet it was well 
observed by one« As Burning mas the Sin, so 
Burning was the Punishment, ^fy. It was 
observed^ That^ as it began in his Land who 
burnt the Covenant^ so it never rested till it 
came to the Place where it was burntj and 
there it stayed without any Cause whatso- 
eter;* but it had its commission from the 
Lord, Hiiherio shall ye eome and no Jurther. 
Hiis opened the Mouth of both Good and Bad, 
to express, O the burnt C&venant / O the burnt 
Covenant I This is come upon us for burning 
of the Covenant, Sdly, It is very observable. 
That the Fire did resemble the Fire of the late 
Pler s ecu tio n, kindled by a Prelatick Party 
against the Presbyterians, in these four re- 
spects: ♦ ♦ • • • the 
most Part of them that suffered at tiiis Fire 

» 

* We apprebend, that after it had burnt its way to 
the Cross, where the Oovimaiit in 1661 met with its 
fate, the interval between the south and north ndes of 
the High Street mi^ht he a sufficient bar to its further 
progress. 

d2 



veK lidi Fecfdeu ♦ • ♦ ♦ 

I cannot tell what Effect tfak Diapeniiatioii. 
liad npon my Spirit; I thoog^t it dang me 
stupid and senaelcag in tlie time of it> ao that 
I ooold not 80 mndb as poor oat a Prayer lor 
tbe quenching of it." 

We will complete the history of this Fiie 
with the act of Council passed upon the occa^ 
sion:— 






Edinburgh, the 7tk day of February, 1700. 

The which day^ the Council considering 
the sad and deplorable condition of the neigh- 
bourhood of this City^ occasioned by the late 
dreadful fire, that, iqK>n Saturday's night last^ 
about ten of the dock, brock gut in the north- 
east comer of the Meal-mercat, and consumed 
to ashes aU the said mercat, all the statelie 
buildings of the deceast Baillie Thomas Ro- 
bertson, on both the sydes of the Kirkheugh^ 
the Exchange, and the whole Parliament Closs, 
except the Treasury House, which, by great 
Providence, was preserved. Dob therefore re- 
commend to Baillie Patrick Johnstoun, to call 
for the Session of the Old Kirk, and to take 
up a list of the whole families who have suf- 
fered by that terrible conflagration, to the ef- 
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feet that the Council may know what persons 
are HaUe to sustain their losses^ and what 
liot^ that some speedie remedie may he taken 
lor their relief^ and recommends to the said 
BaiUie to call for the Collector of the Stents 
and get ane accompt of the valuation of the 
whole hrunt lands : And, in like manner^ the 
Council recommends to the present Baillies 
«f this City, Canongate, Leith, West Port, 
Potterrow, and hail Suhurhs, to cause the Con- 
stables in their bounds to make a diligent 
-search for all abstracted goods, to the effect 
they may be secured for the right owners : 
And also the Council recommends to the Dean 
tif Guild, to accommodat those who had shops 
in the Exchange with Crames in the ordinar 
places, there to continue for some time during 
the Council's pleasure : And the Council Doe 
nominat and appoint Baillie Johnstoun, &c. &c. 
as a Committee, to enquire into the rise and 
progress of the said dreadful fire^ and how and 
•in what manner the lyke may be prevented in 
tyme coming," &c. &c. Council Register, voL 
36, p. 475. 

• 1707- — ^In November 1707> a fire broke out 
at the head of the Canongate, of which Glisa« 
beth Wast gives the following account :— 

p3 
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" Another sad and dreadful fire hapjiened 
that same day eight days, in the Caaongate 
Head, about two in the morning ; wh«n the 
cry arose, I being asleep, got up in haste, 
and took such a trembling, that I could hardU 
ly win to the room-door. We being in the 
Parliament Closs, when I came to the wiii« 
dow, I saw the terrible light ; both sides o£ 
the Ganongate were burning at once. How I 
was affected on this melancholy sight, none oa 
earth knows, but still I saw the Lord contend* 
ing with us and against us, (but we could not 
see,) by doubling the judgments in that place ; 
for mine eyes had seen that same place borst 
eleven years before.* O how the Heads and 
Hands of the Worthies presented me, which 
had been set upon that Fort,t where theae 
flames were flying! these had secret langiagea 
to me." 

1725.«T-'^ At this time, a great fire happened 
in the Lawn Market. It burned with sudi nu 
pidity, that neither the household fiuaiitim, 

* In another pftit of her ** Ezerdses," she makes 
aUusion to a fire which oocnrred here, three weeks pre.^ 
vions to the great fire in the Parliament Close. 

• The Netherbow Port. 
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goodsj nor even the merchants' books could be 
saved from the flames in many of the houses 
that were consumed. A contribution was set 
on foot hj the Magistrates for relief of the suf- 
ferers. £d3a 15s. 8d. were raised for this cha. 
ritaUe purpose. The sum was distributed by the 
magiatrateB and ministers of Edinburgh, and 
Lord Miltoon. A great part of it was dis- 
posed of in this upright and equitable man- 
ner 1-— To one gentleman, afterwards Member 
of Parliament for the dty, £134 4s. ; to ano- 
ther gentleman, afterweurds Lord Provost, 
£926 ; to a poor Episcopal clergyman, £2." 
Amots History i^ Edinburgh, p. 205. 

We have consulted a printed account of the 
distribution of the above charity, and find that 
to Mr James Kerr, goldsmith, was allotted 
£120. 4s. O^d.; to James Lind, merchant, 
£225; and to Mr Oeoi^ Honeyman, £2. 
These various gentlemen were the Member of 
Parliament, Lord Provoet, and Episcopal cler- 
gyman, mentioned by Mr Amot Li this list 
it is remarkable thatCdonelFranciaCharteris* 

* Though this notorious personage was oftener than 
once tried in the Court of Justiciary, and has been hdd 
up to contempt by both painters and poetS) he was not in 
resUty so bad a man as he has been represented. The 
virtuous President Forbes, in his letters* oalls bin his 
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subscribed £4, 4s. and was t^ only individni^^ 
distinct from Chnrches and Societies^ trho sub- 
scribed any sum.--^ohn Dun^ writer^ ** who 
sutfered at the late fire at the Bow-head/' re^ 
ceiTed £25 from the Charity. 

1739. — ^The great 8t<nrm of wind which oc- 
enrred on the 14th of January this year^ occ8« 
^aioned two destructive fires in opposite quarters 
of the town— one in a brewery at the east end 
^f Hope Park, another in a farm-house belong- 
ing to one Mrs. Angus^ near Canonmills. A 
particular account of this memorable storm^ 
by which many houses were beaten down^ and 
the leads blown ofiT the house in the Parlia- 
ment Close^ will be found in ^* A Tour through 
Great Britain, by a Gentletnan, VJ4R, vol. ir. 
p.d4. 

1755.—." In the morning of May 2,* between 
twelve and one o'clock^ a dreadful fire broke 
out in a land opposite to the foot of Martin's 
Wynd, (where the South Bridge now stands^) 

** worthy friend ;" and Sir Walter Scott has writtwi, 
" Whatever might be Gharteris* general character, the 
charge of rape was an atrocious attempt to levy money 
from him by terror." Quar. Rev, of CuUoden Papers^ 
Jan. 1816, p. 31Q. 

• Scots Mag. May, 1756. 
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^wliich entirdyooiiBuined that land, and threat- 
ened the neighbourhood with destruction. The 
fire had come to so great a height before it was 
discovered, that the inhabitants, with diffi. 
colty, escaped with their lives, and lost their 
effects of every kind. The working people, 
on hearing the fire*drum, suspected it to be a 
stratagem used by the press-gang, who had 
used such an one some time before at Leith : 
uid» therefore, sufficient help was not so speed- 
ily got as usual in such cases. The principal 
sufferer was Mr. James Stirling,* who, in 
goods and furniture, exclusive of clothes, ac- 
count-books, and smaller articles, was sup* 
posed to have lost about £1600. A subscrip- 
tion was enthusiastically entered into, in be- 
half of this respectable citizen, and the other 
sufferers ; and the Sun Fire Office of London 
transmitted Five Guineas to their agent in 
Edinburght, to be distributed among the fire- 
men, and such other individuals as had ex- 

* Mr. Stirling*s shop in the Gowgate was^ about the 
middle of the last century, one of the most respectaUe 
in the city. Tickets for the Concert, Assembly, &c 
were usually sold at it ; and it was considered a good 
flaoe for hanging up a subscription-paper of any 
kind. 

f An ^gent, deputed from this office, in 1733, was 
the first a]^>earanoe of an Insurance office in Edinlmi^. 
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erted themselres most upon the calamitous 



casion.'' 



1758. — On the 12th of August^ between 
nine and ten o'clock forenoon^ a dreadful fire 
broke out in a cabinet-maker's warehouse^ in 
Carrubber's Close^ which^ before any assist- 
ance could be got^ involved the whole in a 
flame^ burst through the roof^ and spread to 
the adjoining tenements. For ten hours^ the 
flames raged uncontrolled; but^ by the use 
of several fire-engines^ and the attention of the 
civil authorities^ were at length suppressed. 
Very great damage was done^ four houses be- 
ing altogether destroyed^ with all they con- 
tained. 

1 yTl**— 'A tenement^ called Buchanan' sLand, 
at the head of the Old Bank Close^ one of 
those which had been burnt in 1725, or rather 
a fabric built upon its site, took fire on Satur- 
day the 25th of January, 1771* The flames 
were first discovered by some soldiers in the 
Castle, who instantly gave the alarm. They 
originated in a garret, occupied by the ser- 
vants of General Lockhart of Camwath, whose 
house was the second Jlat of this land. Mr. 
Ilay Campbell, then a young advocate, lived 
in the fourth flat ; and the fifth was possessed 
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bf John Home, Eaq. of Ninewells, who lost 
all his property, except a box of valuable pa^- 
per& 

Immediately on the discovery^ the greatest 
exertions were made to prevent the flames 
£rom descending to the lower flats^ but aU 
proved ineffectual^ and in a few hours the con- 
flagration reached the shops^ where it was not 
completely quenched till eight o'clock on Sun- 
day momingj after having burnt for sixteen 
hours. On this occasion^ all classes seemed 
desirous of contributing their assistance. The 
brewers^ and their carts^ laden with barrels of 
irater, came for the supply of the engines; the 
Leith fire-engine was sent^ and doing great exe* 
cation^ supplied the defect of that belonging to 
the city, which was out of repair^ and almost 
useless; the soldiers of the Castle were ex- 
tremely active^ both in quenching the flamessy 
and in protecting the property brought out to 
the street, while the magistrates superintend- 
ed the proceedings in person^ and even shared 
in the exertions of the firemen. It providen« 
tially happened that the wind blew from this 
west^ otherwise an aged wooden tenement^ 
inunediately westward of the house in flames, 
must have shared the same fate. This mak^ 
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gany land still stands, after seeing its stone- 
built neiglibonrs twice destroyed. 

It remains to be mentioned, that Bucha- 
nan's Land came in place of an antique wooden 
tenement, burnt in 1725, wbicb was formerly 
the town-house of the Abbot and Convent of 
Cambuskenneth. 

1779. — This year was disgraced by the vi(^. 
lenceof the mobs against the Roman Catholic 
inhabitants of the city. On the evening of the 
2d of Fe])ruary a great number of people assem- 
bled at the foot of Trunk Close, and set fire to 
a house which they conceived to be a Popish 
Chapel, but which was only the residence of 
the bishop. This was completely consumed, 
notwithstanding the exertions made by a com- 
pany of fendbles, and by the City-guard, to 
save it. On the following day, the mob plun- 
dered of its furniture, books, &c. a house in 
Blackfriars' Wynd, belonging to another Ro- 
man Catholic clergyman ; and they afterwards 
•broke into many shops occtipied by Catholics, 
which they plundered of their contents. 

1786.—" On Tuesday, September 12, about 
nine o'clock at night, a fire was discovered in a 
house in George's Street, of which the appear- 
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ance was at first very alarming ; bnt it was got 
under without doing any considerable damage. 
Nothing can more clearly show the excellency 
of the present mode of buildings viz. with brick 
and stone partitions instead of stone as for- 
merly^ than the present instance ; for though 
the flames raged furiously for more than an 
hour before any assistance was got, the fire did 
not spread beyond the apartment in which it 
b^an."— -5^co<f Mag. voL xlviii. p. 615. 

** On the morning of Tuesday, December 
12, about five o'clock, a fire was discovered in 
Bess Wynd, near Henderson's Stairs, at the 
back of the Parliament House. For a long 
time the appearances were truly alarming, a 
number of the adjacent houses being mostly 
composed of wood. The Lord Provost, Ma- 
gistrates, and City Guard, gave immediate at- 
tendance, and by the proper attention of Uie 
people whcmanaged the fire-engines, together 
with pulling down part of a tenement in For- 
rester's Wynd, it was happily got pretty much 
under about tea o'clock.'*— S'co<« Mag. vol. 
xlviii. p. 618. 

By this fire,* the Parliament House, which 

* We have heard that it was eventually put out hy 
throwing wet oow-hides into the flames, which was 



tlifa fftfotaiari flu rfpari f iff tf^ \ iwii U mh «• 
^ell at % Adv^ica^' IJbcary^ ^»t gBeftt% 
faid«ag«r«d Tb^ danger was ta gce^ tin* 
f ba CpQXt of Sewiaii did not me«^ tliat ^^ 
The fire w%i acancdj akqgi^theK ertji^idhg^ 
for a wee^L 



9'dock P. M. a i^9U»8t aj^aryging fir^ i^ 
cohered i^. ^ gentleman's hoi^in ]l9fi(»^^onj% 
imai^di^^lj, hdajpA Sv 4'idj;e^& Qvoch, 
£<U^^gb^ wJUdb^, in ^i^ ^ th^ efoifti, of the 
MagiBtsatea^ i^^^». and citjrgi^rd, tqS^W 
witii the firemexi and f^ nnsoi^gi^ bpdj:- <fff 
tradesmex^ apd others^ wa^ totally^ con^m^/^ 
tog^w with, aji ^9 fumitiur^^^d^ a^^ 
every thing in the ijOf^e.* T^lji/pr^, i^^ ^ pl^ 
tiful snpply pf water; Ip^^ i?a exM^e ^in|| to 
\f» ha|d fron?i ^^^ ^jJ^^feOa^^ 
an hour before, tihej? appeajiei l^^ei^^ afi^ 
they vjrei;e got to the spp^, ^^"^e^^fqffifi^ 
fully aerv^ that the. two, si^jQimE %»fh 
which every body thoi^g^t i^^ wa^ ^*n? n ^fii)^ 
to save, were prevented from being bnr^^^ 

do&e at the ttiggMti<m of Mr. James Ranuay, dater to 
«^ Board of OfdnfmGe. 
• Soou Mag. vol L. p. 614. 
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Ajiiii§^ tt ||eod Seal dwMged; ''Itwasttnhe. 
what tKmtAMm/* wy tte pvUie prints ajran 
Adi okMMBUHii '^^ iimi ffl tins, ag wdl as iti al- 
moat ever jfiiimlartaa^tlid aemudC^ls were 
tlMkawt uBlefal, and esMed themadyea xhore 
thm {he men in ekrrjing ^sNtor." 

1700.— 4>ii WedAeadvf imArnii^ Matdk le^ 
aaahifKiHig fire brdke <rai ill tbe ghsat Malting 
ad Canon&iilbi y^lach in trvo lionrs entirely 
ODotaned the building;, oonsisting of a large 
bmktk, three granaonei^ and two kHns* The 
iteBtea wtoe finally gdt under by the ex^ttiona 
of the Edinbaigh and Leitii engiii^ wMch 
prtanptly attended. The prendaea were in- 
BmM ; Und ihottg^ 1€0 feei ef waH gari) way 
at ence, no liven wtire lest. 

fiady dn Stodajr »omii^ Aprfi ]8> a fire 
heeke e«t In the prnitnigi>hens& of Messrs* 
MaPtin and MaMoilinBH» BflLek Staits, Parlia*. 
OMiit •S^asirei which entirely consumed Ai6 
adfaie} ts||etkilr with a Taiuable stoek bf bdoks 
aniiiHisilB. ThetenemenftodiisiMdof aerreii 
alarer^i wlieifeef die flire^ upptaB&osli/ wiUi the 
garret^ were destroyed. 

ITOL^'^Ob Mondayi March 9^ a fire brake 
oat in ts ktuae in VMUntan' Wyiid> htmg 

i2 
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that tenement upon the east side, abont forty 
yards down^ remarkable for the fdlowkig in- 
scriptions over the door : — Nisi Domihus FruS" 
ira, and Blitsit be the Lord in all his Gifiis : 
as ako^ Pax inirantibus — Salus EsseunHbus. 
That tenement contained a house of ill hme, 
in which^ it was believed^ the fire originated, 
owing to the carelessness of its disorderly in- 
mates. On the first alarm, the greatest appre- 
hension was entertained for the safety of the 
neighbouring houses, which are much crowded 
together, and scnne of thiem of wood. The 
Lord Provost, with the city^-guard and a posse 
of the 42d regiment, attended. Althoi%h 
three engines were brought to the spot, only 
one of them could be brought to play, the doae 
being too narrow to admit of more. This;, 
however, was so well wrou^t, that the flames 
were confined to the house in whidi they com- 
menced. The wal^ of the house remain to 
this day. The house was insured at under 
£1000 ; but many poor families lost their alL 
A respeotaU« old citizen, aged, above 80, was 
carried out during the fire ; and happily ne. 
lives were lost. 

It was remarked at this time, that there had 
been more fires in Edinburgh during, a few 
months, than there had been for mny years 
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^phsv^, iff Oftf idea irei^not aslipeMM^iis <mi^ 
tlM ^!fe» «ohte hyjiu, &6 nattinl diseaMs or 
piag^iea^ or that bouses are M 6odn« ^iod9 
mMe pectiiari^ faHhttiliitttdry then atMhoM"^ 

' iTK.^'A^^ae nionii^ei^ d» i3th of Ja- 

ntiM^y betw^n tw^tf^ aAd oiie 0'cIock> a fiN» 

brtAcei otyfc itt a gr^oeer's shop at 1^ head o# 

Blaekfritthi' Wyiid. Aar that feaetaoit and 

tDe Oki0 immedSately a^^ittiiij^ vf^t^ oif ifood^ 

tM DM«t seHoiM conseqiieiioea ireri^ apj^rOi- 

Moded Lttckilyy ho^ever^ by iHmvedkte aa- 

sfirtaiic^^ and an ample safppiy ef water^ it waar 

adbtt^jnittgtdihed, withbtit materially dama|f^ 

iiU^ any part of the btnldiAg eateept the flat ia 

vmAi it began. A body of the Royid Edhl^ 

Vftrgh ydtiiiteers attended^ and gave v«ry 

thneoo^ assistance^ in preservmg &e property 

of the saflkers> as \edl as in esttingoishli^ die 

nrs* 

* No3few«l» than Bh&mi osmaifo and dsrtniotivo 
Jkm ooeorred in England during the yew 1791. The 
Ust o£ these w«ff the total destruction of the Dnhe of 
Richmond*! house in Spring Garden, Westminster, the 
doors of which were lined with iron plates, and though 
▼irioas oiher precautions had been taken to render the 
](traB^se8 Incoinbustibfe. 

k3 
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On the fifteenth of Mflidi, 1795, an ahgm* 
ing fire broke out in the printbig-hoase €£ 
Messrs. Mnndell and SoOy at the fiwt of tiie 
Royal Bank Close, whieh was ha^ilj dis- 
covered in sufficient time to prevent its spread- 
ing. The damage was not very considerable. 

On the fifth of June 1795, about Ihree in the 
morning, a fire was discovered in the work- 
shop of Mr. William Lamb, upholsterer, si- 
tuated in Morrison's Close, High Street. Oa 
the first alann the Magistrates attended, with 
a. considerable body of the Royal £dinbnr^ 
Volunteers, city*guard, firemen, &c whidi was 
soonreinfcnrcedby a party of the Soots Brigade 
from the Castle, owing to whose exertions in 
preserving order, a great quantity of valuable 
furniture was saved; notwithstanding which, 
the damage done was very considerable. One 
Colquhoun, a journeyman of Mr. Lamb's, was 
killed, and four others very much hurt, by the 
fall of a gable. The unfortunate person left 
a widow and children, for whom and t)ther 
sufferers a subscription was opened. 

1796. — On the morning of January 12, a 
fire broke out in the shop of Mr. Bowman, 
goldsmith. Parliament Close, which, before it 
was discovered, got to a great height, and was 
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extremely alarming, from the vioiaity of the 
premiaes to the Parliament Houae, Advocates' 
Libraiy, &c The flames were so vident, 
that they reached at one time to the windows 
of the Tdhooth Church. Mr: Bowman's shop 
fttmed the- lower flat of a structure called 
the Goldsmiths' HaU;« the whole of which 
was aoon consumed, along with the records^ 
papers, ^^ belonging to the Corporation of 
Goldsmiths. It was only by the greatest ez* 
ertions of the firemen and others^ that the; 
TaLuaUe buildings adjacent wwe saved from, 
deatroction. The ruins of the edifice burnt 
down on this occasion, were not removed till, 
the alterations of the Parliament Houses ^^ 
w»e begun in 180a 

* This, 88 wfSl as numerona late fautsnces, might 
be suffident to point oat the risk which Is incurred' 
by pladng important public buildings in dose nd^- 
booxfaood with tiie shops of artisana, and the absde 
of a lew and disorderly population. It agonim an 
antiqoarian^s hear^ to think, of the dangers with 
which the Advocates* library is surrounded. For- 
merly, the lower storeys of many public buildings 
were let off in shops ; the Exdiequer, ihe Tdbooth, 
and the Coundl-Honse, were so endangered, while the 
very Parliament-Houae itself was half-filM with the 
stalls of tradesmen. 
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• A66tii tmatf-iOx ywrs o^* « lira fioAt 

mtiAt^, bf wlikix a trMtl lani, oMsistiif <$f 
afeiMii «et^ 8fiir6f «> tmi foiMt ^wm^ T^ 
ft« «oek ptoe« wkOd th« imM^g t^er^ atMidw 

cairn frdtt t^Af^ ^e wk^ afiy t wng o^«n 

dftel^ Ad If^kde ttonse Wttt «i£^tM[ bf dfi^ 

piAe Willi l&^« iiTM a U»^k^l% indicvtii^ 

^him a pkfili^ ita^ i^tles by ttefii^ 

e<r>««iiii^ fi^f^B^ bam&MM^y tlpoi«th« dliftiiB4^ 
sal of the congregation. It Is #ei{ l&i^vnk tbact 
this repast was formerly called Four-hours, in 
oonaequence of its takinn^ place at four o'elo«k 
oftevBooa* 

6'clodt itt tie mtftraiiig, a fire brolfcle out in ft 
foose at tie tead or t^est'etn extremity 5f thd 
CWgate, souti sitfe of the street, wBich burnt 
tlte^siod boose to tke ground, and would pro- 

^ Tbk was perBaps the fire of a BockbincterV Aop 
in 1797. 
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baUy liav6 deslroyeda wooden house adjaoent/ 
bad not the wind been horn the east. This 
fire was occasioned by a foul chimney. 

iaOO.--On the 8th of January, the Edin- 
ha^ Sugar-house in the Canongate was com«' 
pletely burnt down, and most of the materiah 
md utensils were destroyed. 

On Sunday the S8th of March, the upper' 
part of a house at the foot of Brown's Close, 
Lswn*market> was bumtj and a considerable 
deal of damage done. ' 

l801.-^On'the 14th of December, a very 
extensive granary, belonging to the Lochnn' 
Distillery, was discovered to be on fire. The* 
fire-engines attended immediately; butthou|^- 
every possible exertion was made, the whole 
was burnt down.' The whole was,^ however, 
insured. 

1807.— On the morning of Nov. 10, be- 
tween three and four o'clock, the Mrork-shop 
of Mr. Francis Braidwood, upholsterer in the 
Pleasanoe, was discovered to be on fire ; and 
before assistance could be procured, the pre« 
mises were entirely consumed. The proprie- 
tor of this house was a most respectable citio 
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z^ aaA ii imAaikkUe iat btTiig tank Ite 

fint pextou in Bdial^m^ #ho w«fe didiMA 
tyes, 

l»ll.«-E«rty in iU mm^ of Stedil/tfie 
KMk «f N^eiitf^^ ft in» cbwtcibyed a giOM 
pttrt of Ike Xtftheque^ €9uiii^Mr in the Pifitu 
liament Square^ aiid baxmsHk&iAy ehdftli^Ml 
tl» ncdgfabboi^ng buildiiigft. Very gte&t ^« 
ertioku biiing made ti» ^utm^li tb« fli^tflsd^ ttoy 
wMe «t lengtli giit uM&iy ikm^ tM Mtos 
all the upper part of the buSding WAft AeM>r4^*L 
ed. The fire was so strong, and the night so 
fsTvambte lor its aj^peiitMce, thnt^ to tt dis- 
tant Mioldiar iTom the Mith, it ns^med at if 
til* whoh of thtt Plufliamoit Sqnaire ^reife iA 

i818^M)tt Sunday <h;^niiq^ &d 14t1i «f 
February, a most destructive and meniOTttlto 
fire broke out in the fourth story of Bishop's 
Laiid/ lit the hetid of Cam^belr^sCI<k«, oii the 

* ^fiB thlfd fiat of die JSt8h0(»*tf IMiA ifkk TMi&iiiSSfy 

ei a Ipkffiiflfid «titiqtid l^tiMiy m Mtit$ Ibikn^ ^HMm; 
u{wii whieh, iMJoording to thiiitiai^ tbat Pt«IsMunii&f 
stoc4) during llie ilMi^^f of the SoefetiBh l?ta^BmuB^ 
to Ums the procesiion*— The celeVnited Yisanmt MeU 
vlUe was bom iH this house. 



9orUi 8i4^ 9f tbe WigfK Street Several fa^ 
epgines m^ere kept playing \qp^n t)ie flamea aU 
ai^t^ and auoceedad iii pveyantpog tto» 
spreading to the neighbouring hoosesr It^w 
ualki^owiiL hov Umia^ originat^BcL;! fofr the 
%&% in wl^e ^ojQ^e it wa^ first 8e(e9> w^ff 
fj(L 9% cI^Ardbi when H broke Qi;^t, A popr w^ 
Vfm, who had bcieQ. djeliveied of %chjM t^'9 
ai^t befivrej had to be carried out 

The celebrated Captain Manby was present 
oa thja ooeasiqp^ and s^ggeated that the: ifin- 
ipw»^ of the flat belong that in which. ^^ flaiaD^ 
wt^ ra^ng sh^u^dbe broken* in, ordei; top^i^ 
Tent them from spreading downward^ Wfi 
hu9A ijW noH a^M npoa; Vqt it wig^t,j|pr-. 
^pa \m. tijied h^re%fl;ec vitib good effept 

Qi^th^ l,Ot^ 9f March^ abont fty»^. ip tb^ 
Qon^ing^ t]ii^> Qen^ Post-Oft^ ^iji^trth 
]pp4g^, wi^ dfeqavjq^^ tp, be< on i?^ TIW^ 
^ni9^ occasioned, by abuqkejt foD^ofa^efl Wi*)g 
1^ 1^ oip)t| ii^, % pawge.tbe proqed^ e^^^Or 
ifN^ 9y t;he Br^mp* at^efl^WM^e, af^ afiti^ 

^^fipa, of thi^ &«i]9^ t^ flanm* ^ei^ c^ 
fiju^ ^ thepa^sfiga ai^d one i^n^,, ^d^ gp^ 
under in less than an hour. 

On the 23d of Aprils a fire broke out in and 
<t(»t;rQyed.i^li9U8e i|^R^tt?;aj'aQlWj.QQiqjfte, 



48 

bthef 8. Several adjoining tenements K^ere 
also injured. - On the same day^ a thatched 
bam^ near the €k^nge ToU^ suffered consider- 
able damage from fire. 

On the thirteenth of June, the shop of Mr. 
Gray, baker, south side of the Orass-market^ 
was much injured by a fire which broke out 
therein, and was only suppressed with the 
greatest difiiculty. 

■ 1814. — On Sunday morning, September 
11th, a fire occurred and did a great deal of 
damage in a watch-maker's shop. North 
Bridge. 

" On Thursday night, the 17th of November, 
between 11 and 12 o'clock, a most alarming 
fire broke out in the hat-manu&ctory ' of 
Messrs. Mackay and Skirving, frot of Candle- 
maker Row. From the violence of the wind^ 
which at the time blew a hurricane, the flames 
Taged to an alarming extent tiH near two 
o'clock next morning ; when by the exertions 
*of the ' firemen, they were prevented from 
spreading, and finally got under. The pro- 
perty was insured. 

' - 181&— In December, on a Saturday even- 
ing, a fire broke out in the lower fiat of a house 
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ia the West Bow^ which destroyed three flat&, 
expelled ten poor families, and oonsideraUy 
damaged the furniture, &c. of the upper floors, 
but was at length got under. 

1819.— -On the morning of the 5th of March, 
a Terjr defftructive fire broke out in a row of 
shops on the North Bridge, east side, about 
the centre of the street. The alarm was given 
at three o'clock ; and, in spite of every exer- 
tion, the whole premises were levelled with 
the ground at five. The buildings, being very 
old, principally of wood, and only two storeys 
in height, fell an easy prey to the flames. 
They were part of the houses in the Cap and 
Feather Close, which, with the exception of 
them, was completely removed to make way 
fixr the North Bridge, on the extension of 
the Royalty in 176?. They had obstinately 
kept their place there, to the disgust of all 
who took an interest in the appearance of this 
city, till fire at length rid the Magistrates of 
their grievous ey e»8ore, and made way for the 
handsome and uniform tenements which now 
occupy their place. A feeling mind could 
scarcely part with them, however old and ugly 
as they were, without regret ; for they formed 
the last relics of the ckse in which tlw ingeni* 
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qiMJ^ia wfi9Kt«9«^cr W.49/ Robert F^irguflnoii, 

1821.— On the 9th pf Oct^bet, ^ho^ vvA- 
nighty a fire was discovered in the second sto- 
rdy of a bouse, in^tib^ (iWgati^ o|if«ait« ta the 
facli^vveol; I^Uirsn whidk^. b4»&Hr«^ (sffieetiva 
99^9W3 q£ pEe^enjbidn could be reimdei«4a 
^opimtod rapidlr7< ufwavd^ji aind in a shoct tkaf 
wrol^y^ 1^ wbd^ hoas^A, $roia tqp to biatt^ip^ 

Vfoat^y 4 wgoddsif oaet, very sooo* cai^ht, ftre^ 
9«4 cUrt oli tbe^ e9as$>^iof arpoof &iiul$: ia tfce 
$Da:^^ %tji QQiisi/#ag oC ^ Ibj^qp,, mQ|Jb|e](jtAa«4 
t^e^ c}uldre%c wk^ Unik. the, de»pe?aM^reflfA»- 
tifn^ q£ lec^piog: ft<Ni?^ tib« wAdQjtrs; inMt tbe 
«t^Qe^. 'Tbie^fati»<^^tl^o9Q «bi]din,bj^ «iraN% 
l^CQ^oA Wttb 9( lew briiisen ;; bgt. t|ie loo^bm 
wb^firi^tiibrft^ oMeiri^ie dvikS^ whuAi was qiKr** 
^4 t^i^.tben jumped^ dow3;il^€^4b»a4&l}i^i£^ 

3bfi;W)eis so 8^er4f- bt^^ t]««t.4b^<»q^i90d 
ft dv>Dt tiiae. aft^i^ tbe, Inficmai^., A.bpj!^ 
«I«o a. m^b^r^ of .tbi«»baplas»iSBim%>. inaump^ 
Vstg;Q^^ft was-lilMiwisQ^kille^*. Tbin cidamit^aa 
fir§;w^ i^upBP^e^itpbAirejbefnfQWMumQ^i^' 
tbojimj^flei^fle of.^ offi^vi^papty^ ill tbe^aft- 
9WdJa|<i wjb^.lwd i9#t[ftt(ai,cir^ty«ffir« . . 
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leS&^oQh the 81«t <tf fi«^lembte> OmM 
Ikfvt o'riock il wight, « ite bmke #tt uiiM 

old tntodtn teiieMent» tiie <€«nittr of the Lidf 
Wynd^ fytft of tin Wwt PMrt^ ^WUdi^ from tin 

entertibb MtoM of the wMruk^ iii m fcir 
niniileB fiMKBied a tflmfie to^p6*aB0fe^ Tliii 
Wtte^ whkh ibmb bvmt to tlw gMMHi4# Ml 
tag bMBL « oaiuBim nttrt of kdgus of ihs 
InMBt iltucu^iliMi) aad Mihlfcitiwl a ttBtMpia«> 
end wiAeriQMof ici vindoOT^trMi '' Anltto 
Ail^ "tviitlm, vpoa itj UBisiiiag to miitiihiil 
ymt M, w^ oiid«Maii4» st "tWopeofio p«r 
■IgbL A %twt number mi wttetohai 
liniriMtiuikBdfaitothottnMtt; btttiB 
rf tiito noBM^ ti p0Dr Inih UbeuMr and tvifo 
nfcJHtfm m^re anhypiljr battrt to doath* On^ 
ptaiM iMitooaAd ly oonw osig^dMrnr^tdgai^ 
« tbv ftert al«ia» ttid oittld YMtfodlf be dngM 
gidftmkii^t. Hefad^lditM* 
]MBe»» ta and, and wall dotsttnined tb baVo 
Uialnpoat HotioY«r>lni»u«imieiMla« 
Af nned^ and btfangkt sfemj^ 

9IM.«-^lV8^f«alr1i|tebeoitt»iar^^ be- 
yond tSl iomxet yeara» ibr ibe iittiabtt 4yf te 
fbmt ime «iK^ nmrtb b«hig ike loirMt od«ii* 
iaiioft. Our fiMlts MBgt us to eonin^ mii^^ 
flditet to tbe iiMt rdiiMleabto ofdy« A latgifr 
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printiiig-lioiue in ^fiddry Street^belongiii^ to 
Messrs. Hay & Ghd], was tfae first property^ of 
TBlne that saMexeA froat ike flames. Bein^ 
dmstracted of very combiistible materials^ it 
was easily oonsnmed ; and the whole was over 
at about ei^ o'doek on Sunday morning. A. 
▼ast quantity of printing materials was des- 
troyed; and it nnfinrtnnately happened' tfaat. 
hnta small proportion ivmsiinsnrad.. Not.le!n^. 
after this disastrons occasion, onejof . the new^ 
buildings on the. Neath Bridge .was. aifanost 
oQoipletely destroyed. On the 24di.of. JwuBf^. 
about one inthemeniing, a:most alarming fire, 
broke but in a low tippling*honsey at the head, 
of the Royal Bank ChMe/ (first bekw AeHi|^ 
Churchy) whidi/afker: burning the. whole tene^> 
ment in which it ' eommenced, so .that' hMlp 
oommunicated with the adjacent house to the 
westward, and did not stop tillit had dnrastat^^ 
ed the half of the east side ef thOiPaiilianient 
Square. The aftonoon. of Iliursday wvafiur. 
advanced before the fury of die flames ieoeif«d. 
any sensible check, andtlfe engines continued 
to pl|iy upon the smoking ruins, at intenrds, 
the ^ee fidlowii^ days. To the great sur*- 
prise of <aU who witnessed this dreadfh} cahi* 
mity, the^loss of. life was confii^ed tg that ef 
one individnali Alexander Chahnearsy a town*^ 
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oftoer^who was so scorched in endeavouring to 
nve some papers^ that he died> on the27th^in 
the InfiiiBary* By this fire was laid waste % 
scene that could not hare been pointed out 
xtkbmA, eooekiig a li¥tfy1ate»es^~tii& ocikr 
in whidi Uie oslebiated SeMtish tnt, ptfs^ wA 
jikfmidBA, JbrekSialdPSteMni, ttaed to paasUt 
oQvmial heott^ ttpiraxds of a eentmy ago. 
Xhe entry to tins kw and dulk reoa^tide w«» 
Sttcfly oppeaile t» the easlem window of 84^ 
CMhsf % and dosodiided frem tbe^ piaaaaa whtds 
OBQO mode this pait ef tile towii so roMorkaUs^ 
is being tiie last piece of huiMiag which ro« 
tnaod tiuse hwg absogailed nOManoes^ ill fau 
aertines VBhefsid in tiie High Street; Thi« 
coHav was tiie Grepmg Qjfkit ti^ncb ho odd« 
kntea in Ua **PomaU^'* and was sooaBed oit 
account of people haying to grope Iheur yirv$ 
akng Ha dsrk tuid tofimms passageab In the 
terth flit of the sane i«od« Urod* abo«tfi% 
Si.sixty years ago^ Levd Anahinloik^ &ther of 
iosaes BoKwdlj the amiaUe «ado0le«ned hia# 
g^Mpboref JohttKm^ Thia five waa oMndiM^ 
themosfl eMeasivo mA doaCtuofem Aa* hod 
happened aiMO that of 138a» but anotbatf 
thnrdy after ocminod ia Its imnedtoM noi^ 
hsdthcod, wUek suspaasoibotil <^«hMi 
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GREAT FIRE OP NOVEMBER, 1824. 

On the evening of Monday the Aheeath of 
November, at a little before ten o'clock, the 
alarm of " Fire !" waa given in tbe High Street, 
andsoon gpread through the whole city. Crowds 
of people immediately hurried to the spot, and 
beheld the smoke issuing £rom the second :flat 
of a h<Hiae at the head of the Old Ass^nbly 
Close, occupied by Messrs. Kirkwbod and 
Sons> copper-plate printers. The ut)per part 
of thia tenement, which consisted of six:st<nrey8 
in height, and formed the eastern wing or 
division of one large uniform pile of building, 
was, about eleven o'clock, oompletdy invdved 
\p. Uie flames. 

Between ten and eleven several flre^engmes- 
arrived on the spot, but it was some time later 
before any water 'was discharged. A party of 
soldiers to line the strieet, and another party 
with a firchengine, were sent^^m the Castle, 
and performed their duty with all the reg^-^ 
larity and discretion usuiEdly observed in dis- 
ciplined soldiers. The Sheriff, Lord Provost, 
and Bailies also attended,.andmsaiy other 
high official personages engaged themselves 



5fi 

^ictively ; bat the WMit of an experienced di- 
rector, to regulate and give effect to the ope- 
rations, was severely felt^ and afterwards gene- 
rally acknowledged. 

The wind at this time was extremely gentle, 
and came from the south-west^ so that the 
flames which issued from the windows were at 
first directed towards the front of the eastern 
teaement, which was for some time consider- 
ably endangered. But this house being sepa- 
rated by a strong gabloj and, moreover, being 
of the best modem construction, resisted the 
flames, though the leaden pipe between the 
tenementSj through which the rain descended 
from the roof to the street, was completely' 
melted away. The two lauds to the west- 
ward were not, however, so fortunate. The 
fire communicated to them from behind, where, 
from the narrowness of the dose, it was im- 
possible to ply an engine ; and about twelve 
o'clock, the flames had spread from house to 
house, till all that pile of building, consist- 
ing of three tenements, between Borthwick's 
dose and the modem tenement alluded to, 
was iavolved in one stupendous blase. 
The greatest fears were now entertained for 
« the Courant Office, a tall narrow land of bet- 
ter construction than the burning tenement; 
and; about two o'dock, while many persons 



connected with this eiGrtAbHshnieiit wem«fldea« 
voimng to save papers^ boofcs^ &a the firer 
oommunicated to the nppcf flat. At this'jnite- 
tnre^ several enterprising iftdrviduals ascend- 
ed to the roof of the large tenement ivest of 
the Courant Office^ where^ seeing that thejT 
oonid easily command the roof of that eiS6ca 
from the high over-topping gable on wUdk 
they stood^ they bawled down to the ftnemeur 
on the street for a pipe to be emj^loyed in lltfttr 
manner. This^ however^ they were nearly anr 
hour in procuring, during which time the pro- 
gpress of the flames had almost made their pto- 
ject hopeless. And nosoonerhad the flremeu sfe- 
tended to their deinandsthan the whole attempt 
wasf'fendered vain by the inefficiency of tfhe 
pipe^ which was most unfortunately broken in 
^veral places : otherwise^ we have every tea* 
son to believe, fhe Courant office might hanr 
been saved, as well as all that extenaJNre tmgfi 
of property down the Old IFbh-market amt 
Assembly Closes, to which it was the meamr 
of communicating the flames. 

While the three front tenements were yidS- 
ing to destruction, the night wtts calm and se- 
rene, ^and the sparks sent forth by the flames 
rose high into tibe air, ISke embers shot fran 
thecraterof a volcano. Their appeaianoeifas 
like the thickest drift of a snow-storm,* 
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that was sugg^ted to the hn^j of maay 
f£ the by-standers ; and the writer of this nar« 
ntive was partioolarly amased by hearing a 
native of Aberdeenshire ezdaim^ '' See the 
Ttdtnawr Showers of burning flakes fell up« 
«n the dense assembled crowds to the great 
damage of their clothes, and, at a moment 
of peculiar danger, caused a rush down the. 
street^ which gave the most serious alarm to 
tiiQ|e at a distance. 

. Many of the chimneys in the neighbour- 
hood were set on fire by these embers; and 
it waa curious to observe here and there, is-. 
SDing from the picturesque peaks of the houses, 
a small stream of flame, rendered pale and 
light by the intensity of the greater conflagra- 
tion against which it was relieved. The Tron 
Church was lor a considerable time complete* 
]y enveloped in these dangerous showers of. 
flakes; and we remember of im ag i ni n g, as % 
posiiUe oocunrence, the disastrous fate which 
next day befell that building, though the suc- 
ceeding thougjht was sufficient to lull our un« 
ezpreased and momentary fears in the securi- 
^ of our feUow-citiaens. A little after one 
^'dack, aa alarm of fire was given from the 
basse (fposite to those destroyed ; but after 
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a short suspense of horror and dismay/ it was 
found to be only a chimney* 

Shortly after this period^ the night b^aa 
to change its character^ and the wind^ acocm* 
paniedwith rain^ rose in sudden and fitful 
gusts* 

About live o'dock^ the fire of die CdunM 

■ 

Office had proceeded so far down the bnildifig; 
that the pinnacle and upper part of the heak 
wall fell inwards, when the flames buitst iais 
the middle of the street ; and diortly aAer- 
wards another portion fell. The strong gdUe 
of the high tenement to the west sueeess^yHf 
resisted the fire ; but the line ofbuildkigy oob- 
necting with the Courant Office behincl^ was 
speedily destroyed^ and i^e adjdbiiftg haam, 
down the Old Fish-inarket Close^ occupied bf 
Mr. Abraham Thomson^ bodk-binder, (lailelj 
destroyed by fire^ and rebniit ii^ lffil4) wtts^ 1^ 
Ae fidl of a gable^ partially ^msfeM t*^ 
ground. The bade tenements art the'ik^pef 
extremities of Borthwick's and the OH As* 
sembly Closes^ were also entirely oonauBied, 
indluding the OM Assembly HaD^ theft ooee- 
pied as a warehouse by Messrs. Beffl & l^ad- 
fbte^ boolsdlers. This was peAaiptf the AMI 
xnassy^ andcertaiidynottiie leaM s tt j^e u dw ig 
pile of building in the dty, and in. fimner 
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times wag inhabited bj people of the greatest 
distLoction*. Gi^eatpartof theaoathem/ano^ 
loUto the ground, whik a tall pile of aide- 
wall fell over upon the tenement on the a^ 
posi&e aide of the doae^ where it remained 
ijBr asi inclined poatore £nr a few days. 

Rj nine o'dockj on the morning of Toeai- 
dajx the fire had conaideraUj abated, and hj 
mid-day it seemed to be nearly subdued ; but 
-fvhile the oonstemation into which the neigh- 
fwiirhood was thrown by the drcomstanoes re- 
lated, was beginning to subside, the fears of 
Fill were revived by the appearance of another 
sudden and unexpected calamity in a different 
quarter. 

A little before twelve o'clock, the word was 
giyen that the Tron Churchtwas on firei 



* This Umd had a nn^lfin w ut t im ig MJ m r^ a me tart 
td* AMpeotakxility in «ld Sdjnbuigh wnriont. la tha 
dilP A Ik^ aod lOiiUwrn diviaioa.of the tad; Uv^ 
Ii0y:>t»yi, • iHirtingwiihfld Judge, (yoa of tha celebgated 
&nL £arl of Cromer^,) who died here in 1744. 

-f The Tiwi-Church wm begun to be built in the 
year- \Wy when the tnagietcatei also intendifd to erect 
» afaai^ler ttnietiu^ in tba Ce0t]e4uU Street, the plan of 
wltlob wa^ iuvverer^ laid eijdefirom de0daBcy of foi^ 
Ifta^IpMMiill etenh vai 10 hiw« atoo4 1V>» thea^ 
of the ^fieieiit reaervoir, wUdi edifice waa placed vpfn 
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^e agitation and alann communicated UP 
every part of the town by this intelligence^ it 
is impossible to describe. This edifice^ being 
separated by the breadth of a street from every 
other buildings and at the distance of nearly 
two hundred yards from the former conflagra* 
tion^ was the last place where the flames might 
liave been expected to revive. Moreover^ 



its n^lected foundation. The TroiuChurch was S9 
named from its vicinity to the Trone, or place for pub-- 
lie weighing of merchandi2se. The inscription upoa 
the building bears date 1641 ; but the church was not 
fit for the reception of a congregation tUl 1647» nor wss 
it properly roofed in till 166S. In 1673, a bell was 
put up ; and, five years thereafter, a dock was procur- 
ed, (being that which formerly adorned the Wei^h* 
house,) and also placed in the steeple. Robert Fer- 
gusson's humorous address to this bell is weU known. 
Were he now alive, he might write its el^iy ; for never 
again will its discordant tones summon lazy ani un<» 
willing writers* clerks to their woiiL— the recent^ h^ 
having oompleteiy melted it away. In 17999 whea this 
part of the city underwent a great alteration, by the 
opening up of the South Bridge, the houses wMch before 
that period were oondguoos to the Cfanrch, were taken , 
away, and its walls were entirely rebuilt, except that of 

- the northern front. It was openiid for divine iervioa, 
for the first time after these improveiqipnts, OcMber 2ft, 

'1789. 
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^l&«re was something saci^ in its oliaractea' as a 

cbTirch> which^ in every body's idea^ was sup- 

posed to exempt it firom the attack of any sudh 

cailamity. In the excitement of the moment^ 

m^unbers breathed within themselves^ or half- 

^^zpressed^ the belief which they entertained, 

tiiat it was ^*judgment4ike !" Bni even the 

VDOst unconcerned and profligate persons found 

tliemselves incapable (^ beholding this terrific 

scene with indifference. It was supposed that 

some of the flying brands had found their way 

into the tower, by a window, usually furnished 

with pent-house boards, which had been' blown 

inwards by the hurricane early in the mom- 

- iag ; and that these, being famned into a flame, 

* produced the dreadful catastrophe. On the 
first alarm, the firemen, spent as they were 
with the exertions of the morning, hurried to 
the spot, where they found a small flame issu- 
ing from the south-west corner of the ballus- 

« trade (formed of wood,) which surmounts the 

* towor. Some, bymeans of long ladders, reached 
the roof of the church, £ram whence they were 
enabled occasionally to repel the appearance of 
the flame as it issued from various parts of the 
steeple. But their exertions were vain and in- 

^ effectual, in putting a stop to the devastation 
which was evidently raging in the interior of 



the building; «nd,iii a short time, the whole 
aical or rather pyramidal sttperstmotnrey en- 
tirely of wood, cased in lead, wasin ablaxej the 
flames ascending to the top with the greatest 
fhry, and ^^esenting a spectacle singularly ter- 
rific and sublime. The weathercock stood f<n: a 
l<mg time ^e-eminent,like a phoenix springing 
upward from the flame t but at length it b^an 
to veer, and after reeling for a moment^ fell, 
along with the spire, towards the east, with 
a tremendous crash. The machinery of the 
dbck was now distinctly visible through the 
apertures of the tower, and gleamed as in a 
fomace* The dock upon the eastern side of 
the tower appears to have been earli^ af- 
fected then the rest ; for the hands had stop- 
ped at twenty minutes to twelve, while the 
west^n djal-plate presented them at a qusj- 
. ter to ime» The fire-men^ who had stood 
.near the scene of danger longer than was 
jtidgsd safe by the crowd, now retired; but, 
after the spire had fallen^ they again asoend- 
.ed if the xoot, and endeavoured to save the 
. body 4of the dmnsfa, when a mass of burning 
saftera fell among them, happily without do- 
ing any injury. It is probable that the cbureh 
voold have also been jconsumed, but for the 
•eamiaUe arrital «f Seaoan Field, an enter- 
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prising and most active indlvidoal, with a 
powerfol engine belonging to the Board of 
Ordnance^ by means of whieh the flames were 
not only confined to the steeploi bat were at 
length got completely under. By this des* 
tractive event, the Tron Church steeple was 
scathed, and emptied of all its internal fumi* 
tore, so that it resembled nothing so mudi aa 
the ruined tower of some aged and dilapidated 
abbey. 

After the tragical scenes above described^ it 

was naturally hoped that the calamities of 

Edinburgh were for the present at an end. 

Butj at ten o'dock at night, a new alarm was 

given of a ire having broken out in the PaN 

liament Square. It began in the top-storey 

of that immense pile of building on thesouA 

side of the Square, formerly pointed out to 

strangers as the highest in Sdinburgh, being 

at the back part, which overlooked the €owu 

gate, eleven storeys in height. From the 

situation of this building, so far to windward 

o£ the scene of the former fire, it was judged 

impossible that the one could have been the 

cause of the other. This was a perfectly 

distinct conflagration, and had the sieot of 

impressing pei^le with an idea that Heaven 

was beginning to afflict them with a series 

oa 
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of terrific and destructive calamities. The 
fire speedily descended from the place where 
it broke out to the chambers of Mr. Guth-* 
rie Wright, Auditor of the Court of Session^ 
to the Jury-Court Rooms^ and downwards to 
the depths of the building below. The houses 
in this quarter presented at first a most afflict- 
ing scene. From windows at a great height the 
inhabitants busied themselves in tossing over 
their furniture, and even loose papers, the 
greater part of which were of course destro}t« 
ed. The Parliament Square and St. Giles' re- 
sounded with awfiil echoes; the torches of the 
firemen below threw up a horrid light upon . 
the. tall surrounding buildings; and as. the 
flames proceeded, volumes of smoke and em- 
bers were driven eastward in violent and apu 
palling career across the Old Town. From 
behind,, the scene wais, if possible, more fear- 
ful ; for the height of the buildings in which ; 
the flames raged, was such, that they seemed 
beyond the reach of human exertions, and. 
threatened a wide-spread district beneath with 
impending ruin. Any attempt to save this 
tenement was speedily rendered vain, and the 
attention of the firemen was very properly 
directed to the valuable buildings adjacent 
upon the west, by which means they were 
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reBifttleaBljr ki the oj^oaite Jtirecttetk. Ti« 

roof of tlie adjoining house on the east side 

of the Square first appeared in a flame^ and 

^ fire afterwards broke out in the angle to» 

wards the Square f^m the windows andsh^ 

docMPd. From these^ it ascended In one eonti« 

numis blase up the front of the buildkig; and 

about five o'cioeJt in the nMnming, all the east* 

em aide of the Square^ not eonsumed by the 

reeent fire^ [of June last^^ pt'esented one huge 

bortdng tower^ the beams crashing and feJStig 

inwards^ and every opening and window pour* 

ing forth iame. The scoie was now awliillf 

grand ; and could we hav)e divested ouraelves 

ef the thoughts of the losses, and hardshipsj 

and ruin, whidi attended the progress of the 

conflagration, we could not have been placed 

in a 8ituati<m where we oould have derived 

such a portion of subHrae enjoyment. The 

whole horison was completely envdoped bt 

httMiame. The constematio^y the darings 

the 8tispense> the ftMur, that sat upon ^Bflsrenl 

iMes, seemed each approjmatdy lighted up 

to ^press their several emotions the mare vl* 

vidly. The dudcy £B«es of the firemen (^eam« 

* Bdinbergh Evniiig GMiraiit, Nov. 18, 1824. 

o3 
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ed f^m under their caps^ as their beads were 
raised with eadi repeated stroke of the en* 
gi&e; and the very element by which they 
endeayoured to extinguish the oonflagration^ 
seemed itself a stream of liquid fire. The 
clattering of the horses' hoofsj and the light 
reflected from* thdr riders' swords, added a 
hind of martial terror to the scene; and when 
we beheld the whole surrounded either with 
bonuag piles, or with edifices that reflected 
a l%ht more fearfiil than even that which was 
thrown upon them, we felt a thrill of mingled 
fear and admiration. The County Hall^ at 
mie time, appeared like a palace of light; and 
the veneraUe steeple of^St. Giles' reared it- 
self amidst the bright flames, like a spectre 
awakened to behold the £Edl and ruin of the 
devoted city." 

By eight o'clock the violence of the flames 
had abated; the fire had indeed burnt out, 
and at that period the interior walls of the 
south-east angle fell upon the front wail, and 
precipitated them into the square, with a crash 
that was tremendous, and a doud of dust that 
darkened the atmosphere. Here several per- 
sons were severely hurt. The only part of 
the old buildings in the square then remain- 
ing, was the land adjoining the Exchequer 
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buildiBgsh— a fabric which^ it is remarkuble^ 
also siirvived the fire of 1700. During the 
nighty tbat part of the Old Town to the east- 
ward of the conflagration was exposed to an 
incessant shower of sparks and flamingbrands.* 
These again set fire to the buildings in the 
rear oi the High Street^ where .the flames 
broke out with such violence^ that the great- 
est anxiety prevailed for the safety of the 
whole of the Old Town^ no part of which was 
now considered beyond the reach oi the wide- 
spreading calamity. Here the most melan- 
choly accidents happened, in one of which Mr. 
Braidwood^ director of the engines^ nearly lost 
his life ; but here^ we rejoice to add^ the great 
fire of 1824 at length terminated. During the 
day^ frequent alarms were given in other 
places^ originating principally in chimneys ig- 
nited by burning embers. One broke out in 
a house in Carrubber's Close^ but was soon 
got under. Towards the evening a heavy 
shower of rain helped to extinguish the em- 
bers lodged in the tops of the houses ; prior 
toVhich, a proclamation was issued by the 

« Burning fngmenti fell at the Easter Road ToU- 
Bar, about a mile and a half from the aoene of^oon- 
flagration. 
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Magistrates^ recomBieiidiiig a g^end kiqiec- 
tioa 4>f the house-tops, and the stationiBg of 
watdies thereon. 

From three to four hundred femUies were 
burnt out by this dreadful calamity ; andtheve 
was not a close nor a retired comer near the 
place, but what was crowded with the wrecks 
of their humble prop^ty. Many of the sii£- 
iferers received shelter in Queensberry House^ 
Canongate, where their wants were attended 
to by the humane and by the Magistrates. 
- We hastily add a few ffiemorabilia of %hi§ 
disastrous occasion. 

The Lord Advocate exerted himself wUSk 
great activity, and wrought for some time 
even at the engines. On such an occasion all 
distinction of ranks was lest, and one working 
man ventured to slap his ]j(vdship heartily on 
tile back, exclaiming, *' Weel done, my L^ T 
It is not perhaps generaUy known that Sht 
William Rae was bom in the house which he 
thus exerted himself in saving^^viz. in the 
third flat of the ceiltre tenement at the head 
of the Old Assembly Close. Here, at 1;he 
time when the Old Town was alike the habi-* 
tation oi the upper and the lower ranks, his 
finther, David Rae (afteiwards Lord Ssk- 
grove) resided. A venerable W. S. informs us, 
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tbat he was in Lord Esk^ove's house when 
the Morth Bridge felL The crash was louder . 
than thunder, and ahinned all present. Lord 
E. started up in a distracted manner, appre- 
hending some dreadful accident, and ran out, 
crying for his children, and could not be paci- . 
fied till he found them safe. 

When the flames were at the highest on 
Monday night, the whole crowd seemed struck 
with silent wonder. One person near us mo- 
tioned to his companion that he wished to go. 
home, which the other did not seem willing to 
assent to ; and he strongly urged that ihejire 
was well worth seeing. "Aje" said the first 
^aker, with a feeling that did him honour, 
" if it were a hanefire" (bonfire.) 

When the flames were raging in one of the 
closes, a poor Irishman descended from a mi- 
serable garret, and, wringing his hands in de- 
spair, cried out that he was ruined and undone, 
aU that he had in the world being nearly with- 
in reach of the flames. Some of the crowd, 
whose compassion he excited, ran up the stair 
to his wretched abode, wl^ere they found no-, 
thing but a heap of straw in a comer of the 
room and a ricketty chair. This nearly raised 
a laugh among the by-standers; but the Irish- 



70 

• 

man, without altering hia tonej exclaimed^ 
*' Seoul ! geUtlemeU; is it not my all !'* 

The superstitions which we hare recorded 
respecting the fire of 1700^ almost find a pa- 
rallel in some which we heard expressed among 
the crowd on this occasion. One old woman 
engaged in watching a pile of ^miture at the 
head of the College Wynd, we overheard ut- 
tering to a neighbour her belief that the whole 
oedamity' was a judgment in consequence of 
the late Musical Festival. This was also the 
sentiment of the people of Corstorphine^ who 
saw the confiagration at a distance of three 
miles. And many other such ideas were en- 
tiertained upon the subject. — ^At Berwick^ a 
report prevailed^ that the whole town^ Old 
and New, was destroyed ! 

The following was, as nearly as could he 
ascertained, the extent of the mischief.— -^ 
Along the front of the High Street there were 
destroyed four lands of six storeys each, be- 
sides the sunk storeys ; from these down to- 
wards the Cowgate by Conn's Close, two wood- 
en lands; in the Old Assembly Close, four 
lands of six or seven storeys ; six smaller tene- 
ftients in Borthwick^s Close ; four lands of sir 
storeys in the Old Fishinarket Close. Down- 
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wards, nearly as far as the Cowgate, nothii^ 
was to be seen but frightful heaps of ruin^ to 
which all approach was rendered highly dan^ 
gerous, by the walls which were left standing 
in different places, but in an extremely tot- 
tering condition. Along the firont of the Par- 
liament Square, four double lands, of from 
seven to eleren storeys each, were destroyed. 
The appearance of the back-wall of the enor- 
mous fabric, which occupied the south-east 
angle of the square, was strikingly sublime, 
from its enormous height of nine stories, and 
from its being left without any support, or 
any connection with its former front. It was 
difficult to estimate the number of families 
that were rendered houseless by this great 
calamity. But when we consider the height 
of some of the buildings, and the density of 
the population in this quarter, six or seven 
families being sometimes crowded together in- 
to one floor, the number could not fall short 
of 250; indeed we have little doubt that if 
an accurate calculation could have been made, 
they might have been found to exceed that 
number. Sudi a scene of calamity as this is 
aeldom paralleled in the annals of domestic 
life. Besides those buildings utterly des- 
troyed by the fire, a great deal of proper- 
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ty was damt^ed by the falling of the burn- 
ing ruin^ and much was destroyed or lost 
in the removals occasioned by the gene- 
ral alarm ; for such was the threatening ap- 
pearance of the fire on Wednesday morning, 
that not only in the Cowgate, but even in 
Hunter's Square and Blair Street, many indi- 
viduals removed their most valuable furniture. 
On the South Bridge, and other parts in the 
direction of the thick showers of fire then flail- 
ing, persons were stationed on the roofs of 
most of the houses, to sweep off the burning 
embers as they fell, and occasionally to pour 
water on the roofs. About eleven o'clock on 
Tuesday morning, a portion of the building 
occupied by the Courant Office, immediately 
over the premises of Mr. Rymer, gave way, at 
a moment when unfortunately three boys were 
in it. One of them, more lucky than the 
others, made his escape. The rubbish, in fedl- 
ing, shut the two folding doors, just so as to 
entrap the second, who was released from his 
perilous situation .by the tearing up of the 
door; his right foot seemed to be severely 
hurt. The third boy was totally overwhelmed 
with the rubbish, from whence his miserable 
father recoyered his mutilated corpse on Thurs- 
day morning. Besides those individuals who 
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were cairisd to ihb Royal Infirnmry, many re^ 
«eired hurtSj irho were takea charge of by 
tiwir friends ; and a dragoon^ who was mudi 
wounded, was carried to the Castle. 

About 13 noon on Saturday, the south 
gaUe in the Parliament Square was partially 
bioo^it down im0ardsj and the Mq[>per8 and 
millers having made the necessary jHrqpam- 
tkviiay the minee were fired at a few ndnutee be- 
ftre one o'dode. The immense pile on the east 
ttde of the Square, which threatened destrue- 
tioiitothe Police Office and the cither tene- 
ments below, also fell inward*, as pi^edicted 
by Captain Head. At this time, one solitary 
{die of the southern gable (being nearly the 
south-east comer of the Square) remained. 
Hdre the greatest danger was apprdiended, 
and here also the greatest danger was avoid- 
ed. When the skeleton, for such in truth it 
appeared, of the loftiest range of buildings 
in Edinburgh fell, a trifling portion of jt 
struck the lower grounds — and one or two 
small houses of little value were injured. The 
sinking of the wall on the eastern side of the 
Square was truly magnificent A part of it 
sunk down immediately after the mine was 
sprung, and the remainder in two successive 
fragments, followed with such pauses onlyas 



/• 



t0 ffwe fatlmr cCsefc to the grmdeor of its 
fiSL Adbrkcloiidofdnt,wldcfc»iHembave 
the iiiMHilihFiing nia, cMt m deep shade over 
the irfiole Sqoeie ; and, as the udf^stf mass 
deseended, shouts arose on shoots from the 
assembled nmltitnde a tribute of admiration 
at the s^it of so'imposmg a qpectade — of 
joy that the daogeroos woric was aeoomplished 
without injury to any human being — and of 
appkuse to the skiU, p era e vef ance, and intre- 
pidity of the gaUant men who have thus ren- 
dered so important a public service to the city 
of Edinburgh. 
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